
James E. Scherr
Chief Executive Officer

October 12, 2006

Mr. LinwoodH. Rose, President
James Madison University
MSC 7608
Harrisonburg, VA22807

and

Mr.Jeff Bourne, AthleticsDirector
James Madison University
Godwin Hall206-A
MSC 2301
Harrisonburg, VA22807

Gentlemen:

This letter is being sent to you on behalf of the United States OlympicCommittee and
our National Governing Bodies in response to the recent decision by James Madison
Universityto eliminate 10 sports from its intercollegiateathletic program beginning in
2007:

. men's and women'sarchery

. men's cross country
· women'sfencing
. men's and women'sgymnastics
. men's indoortrack
. men's outdoortrack
. men's swimming
. men's wrestling

This decision is particularlytroublingto the United States OlympicCommittee and our
National Governing Bodies because all of the sports you have chosen to discontinue
have a direct connection to the OlympicMovement.

It is welldocumented that the spiritof the Title IXlaw is to ensure opportunities for
participation in sport are proportionaland fair for men and women. The intent of the law
is not to discontinue sport programs for men or to eliminate Olympicsports from a
university's athletic program.
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